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Chapter One.  Welcome to my web site !!!  The actual old McCorkle 

letters themselves are here, with explanations of who the writers were, as well as of the people-written-
about in the letters. --This is a huge file that takes a seemingly endless time to load so please be patient.  

It's worth the wait.  Please contact me with information you would like to add, at 
MarshaHuie@aol.com 
 McCorkle Correspondence beginning with MRS. ROBERT McCORKLE (1770-1848), née Margaret 

Morrison, OF ROWAN  COUNTY (IREDELL  COUNTY AFTER 1788) , NORTH CAROLINA , THEN OF 

BRADLEY 'S CREEK  AND THEN OF STONE'S RIVER  IN RUTHERFORD  COUNTY, MIDDLE 

TENNESSEE, THEN FINALLY OF DYER COUNTY , West Tennessee, near the Gibson County Line 

& the then-better town of  YORKVILLE , Tennessee --transcribed, compiled, and edited 

by   MARSHA COPE HUIE (alias Mrs. Ralph Ervin Williamson ) 
Copyright claimed not of the old letters themselves, which should be distributed and 

enjoyed by all, nor of work herein  attributed to other people, but of all expression written by 

 M C Huie, including her explanations of relationships & of who the people were.  (c) 2011 .

 FAMILIES of 
WM MORRISON, 1704-1771, OF ROWAN-IREDELL COUNTIES, NORTH CAROLINA, A SON OF 

JAMES  MORRISON---- ALEXANDER MCCORKLE, 1722-1800, BOY IMMIGRANT TO PAXTANG, 

DAUPHIN CO. (LANCASTER COUNTY), PENNSYLVANIA, THEN TO ROWAN CO., NC, & WIFE, IMMIGRANT 

"NANCY"  AGNES MONTGOMERY MCCORKLE, D. 1789, THYATIRA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

ROWAN CO., NC.-----John PURVIANCE & MARY MARGARET MCKNIGHT PURVIANCE, 
CASTLEFINN, COUNTY DONEGAL, IRELAND; THEIR SON "COL."  JOHN PURVIANCE, 1743-1823, & 

WIFE MARY JANE WASSON (PURVIANCE), D. 1810----JACOB THOMAS (A NAME FROM WALES) OF 

CECIL CO., MD, THEN IREDELL CO., NC, & WIFE MARGARET BREVARD (THOMAS), & THEIR SON 

WILLIAM THOMAS, ROWAN CO., NC, --THE WILLIAM THOMAS WHO REMOVED TO LEBANON, WILSON 

CO., MIDDLE TENN., TO DYER CO. IN 1830, AND DIED 1833 IN DYER CO, TENN., & WM THOMAS'S WIFE NÉE 

ELIZABETH PURVIANCE .----JAMES SCOTT, 1777-1853,  OF PENNSYLVANIA,  YORK DISTRICT, SC, 

AND GIBSON & DYER COUNTIES, WEST TENNESSEE, & WIFE SARAH DICKEY (SCOTT), 1777-1838, OF 

YORK DISTRICT, SC, THEN DYER & GIBSON COUNTIES, TENN., SARAH DICKEY SCOTT BEING A DAU. OF 
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JOHN DICKEY & SARAH ROBINSON (DICKEY) OF YORK DISTRICT, SC;  & NEXT I HIGHLIGHT THE FIRST 

WIFE OF JOHN & SARAH DICKEY SCOTT'S GRANDSON, THE 1810-1886 JAMES "JIMPS"  SCOTT: "JIMPS"  

SCOTT'S FIRST WIFE: VIOLET BARRY RODDY (SCOTT), 1813-1847, A DAU. OF MAJOR JOHN R. RODDY, 

1784-1847, OF SPARTANBURG, SC, & WEST TENN., & FINALLY ARKANSAS, & OF MARGARET MOORE 

(RODDY), 1788--1818, OF SPARTANBURG, SC.  --VIOLET BARRY RODDY SCOTT WAS A GRANDDAU. OF 

GENERAL THOMAS MOORE OF SPARTANBURG (HE FOUGHT IN REV. WAR VERY YOUNG & IN WAR OF 1812); THIS 

THOS. MOORE WAS A SON OF CHARLES MOORE, A GRADUATE OF TRINITY COLLEGE (DUBLIN? CAMBRIDGE? OXFORD?)  

& OF  CHARLES MOORE'S WIFE MARY MOORE OF SCOTLAND-IRELAND TO PENNSYLVANIA TO SC) . -- I'M 

HIGHLIGHTING VIOLET BARRY RODDY SCOTT, MY ILL-FATED PATERNAL G-G GRANDMOTHER, BECAUSE SHE DIED AGED 

THIRTY-FOUR YEARS (!) AFTER BEARING AN INORDINATE NUMBER OF CHILDREN.  YET, BECAUSE SHE DIED SO YOUNG, I HAD 

HARDLY EVEN HEARD OF HER FROM THE HUIE-SCOTT FAMILY LORE OF MY CHILDHOOD IN THE 1950S. I PRESUME PUERPERAL FEVER 

CAUSING SEPSIS KILLED HER. (?) 

 

 JIMPS JAMES SCOTT (C 1810-C 1886) & VIOLET BARRY RODDY SCOTT'S CHILDREN WERE: Clementine 

Tirzah Scott  TRIMBLE ; infant Wm Scott , 1835-35; Martha E Scott , 1836-86, Mrs. 

Anderson Jehiel McCorkle ;  "Sade " Sarah Elizabeth  Scott  (1839-1893)(Mrs. 

Julius M. Huie ); her twin James  Allen Scott  b. 1839 who removed to Cleburne, 

Texas; Margaret Scott  (Mrs. David Purviance McCorkle , 1841-1862); Rev. Thomas 

Elihue Scott , 1845-1904; and Allen "Tobe" Scott , b. circa 1846. ?Also, a John  Scott? 

 

--JAMES HUIE, FLOURISHED 1800 CABARRUS-IREDELL COUNTIES, NC, & SON BENJAMIN HUIE, 
1798-1879, OF IREDELL CO., NC, & YORKVILLE-NEWBERN, WEST TENNESSEE; & BENJAMIN'S 1ST WIFE LEVINA 

COWAN , A DAU. OF SAMUEL COWAN & RACHEL LEWIS (COWAN) OF NC, & BENJAMIN 

HUIE'S 2ND WIFE MARGARET BETTS, MOTHER OF "UNCLE JOE" JOSEPH G. [GEORGE?] HUIE, LAST RESIDENT AND TOWN 

CLERK OF HOBART, OKLAHOMA. BENJAMIN HUIE'S SON ("UNCLE HUIE" TO HIS WIFE'S NIECES & NEPHEWS)  JULIUS M. 

HUIE, 1828 ROWAN CO., NC -- 1911, OLD HUIE HOME ON THE DYER-GIBSON CO. LINE. 

 

_McCORKLE CORRESPONDENCE_ 

 Centered around, first, Yorkville in Gibson County, Tennessee, then, after 
the Civil War and the railroads, the new town of Newbern, Dyer County, 

Tennessee.   Scots-Irish Immigrants from Northern Ireland to:  
(1)  Lancaster County and  Harris's Ferry  and Paxtang --now Harrisburg, Pennsylvania which is now 

in Dauphin County.  Please see ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ uncle Rev. Joseph      

Montgomery, 1733-1794, in Philadelphia and Dauphin County.  A Presbyterian minister, Joseph 

Montgomery was a member of the Continental Congress, was connected with Princeton University, 



3 
 

and married as one of his wives Rachel Rush (widow of Angus Boyce), a sister to the Dr. Benjamin 

Rush of Revolutionary Era fame (and of a wee bit of notoriety for improvident persistence in using 

leeches to bleed hapless patients).  Old letters lying in Pennsylvania archives indicate Rachel Rush 

(Boyce) (Montgomery) and Joseph Montgomery were concerned that their son,  another Joseph 

Montgomery, was far, far too interested in gambling. . . ;   

(2)  down the Great Wagon Road of the 18th century to Rockbridge County, Virginia, in the 

area of Staunton and Lexington, where it is believed an uncle or first cousin of "our" Alexander 

McCorkle 1722-1800 --another Alexander McCorkle?--stopped off.  I'm, unfortunately unclear 

about the connection but know there is a conncection; and whence (that is, from environs of 

Lexington, Virginia) some of the McCorkle and Thomas and Houston families are thought to 

have traveled together on down to  

(3)  Rowan County and other sites in the piedmont (foot of the mountain) of North Carolina 

near Salisbury and Statesville near Charlotteτparticularly around the Thyatira Presbyterian 

Church.  Thyatira is in Mill Bridge community near today's Mooresville near Davidson College 

and Salisbury, NC.  Davidson College was founded by a Morrison family related to that of 

Margaret Morrison (McCorkle) alias Mrs. Robert McCorkle (1770-1848),  and the General 

Davidson after whom Davidson College is named was wearing Rev. Samuel Eusebius 

McCorkle's frockcoat at his death in the Revolutionary War; to  

(4)  Sumner County, Tennessee, near today's Lebanon and Gallatin (Northern Middle Tennessee 

excluding Nashville and Davidson County).  We should look for some of them at them at the  

organization circa 1793 of Shiloh Presbyterian Church just outside today's Gallatin.  

      The Barr family were prominent amongst the members of Shiloh Presbyterian Church, in northern 

Middle Tennessee, but I'm not sure exactly of the degree of kinship these Barr folks had to Robert 

McCorkle's sister Elizabeth McCorkle Barr (I'm pretty sure our Elizabeth McCorkle Barr herself was at 

Shiloh Presbyterian Church, and I know her brother William McCorkle, who died 1818, was there, with 

his first wife Margaret Blythe McCorkle, a daughter of Rev. James Blythe & Elizabeth KING Blythe, 

parents of "Peggy" Blythe, William's first wife.  ....Update:  James Richmond, whose wife descends from 

the William McCorkle who died in 1818, recently reported that William's son MILES McCORKLE of 

Lebanon/Gallatin area of Middle Tennessee was physician to Andrew Jackson. 

 As to Lebanon, Wilson Co., Middle Tennessee (carved from Sumner County): GOODSPEED'S 

HISTORY OF TENNESSEE--WILSON COUNTY lists colonel John Purviance, 1743-1823, as an early settler of 

Wilson County, as well as his daughter Elizabeth Purviance with her husband William Thomas, 

plus John's son Eleazor Purviance (listed as Eleazer PROVINE).  The Sherrill family from which 

two sons married two sisters of William Thomas: Annie Thomas (Sherrill) and ElizabethThomas 

(Sherrill),  are there in Wilson County, also. 
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 I have not tracked William Thomas's (this William Thomas married Elizabeth Purviance 

and was father of Jane Maxwell Thomas alias Mrs. Edwin Alexander McCorkle) brothers Henry 

Thomas and James Thomas into the newly opened Western District of Tennessee, but I do 

think they were there in the new Gibson and Dyer counties.  I'm interested in their sojourns, 

but that's a project for another. Both, I think, applied for Revolutionary War pensions from Dyer 

and/or Gibson county. 

 Some of the children of William Thomas & Elizabeth Purviance (Thomas) are there in 

the new Wilson County, Tennessee:  Jane Maxwell Thomas, 1802-1855 (who in 1826 m. Edwin 

Alexander McCorkle, 1799-1853, of Rowan County, NC);  Jane's sister Margaret "Peggy" 

Thomas (Dickey) who gave the land in Dyer Co., Tenneessee, for Lemalsamac Christian Church 

and according to her last will on file in Dyer County, Tennessee, managed to amass 

considerable property; Sarah Purviance Thomas (Mrs. Eleazor Woods earlier of Preble Co., 

Ohio, may not have lived in the new Wilson County; she may have gone directly from Bourbon 

Co., KY, to Ohio, then down to West Tennessee; I do not know --Sarah was part of the 

Thomas/Purviance family who followed her uncle 'church elder' David Purviance up to Preble 

Co., Ohio--David Purviance was a brother to Elizabeth Purviance Thomas, inter alia;  this David 

Purviance was a Kentucky legislator then an Ohio legislator and was founder and often 

president pro tempore of Miami University in Ohio, as well as signator to the Last Will and 

Testament of the Springfield Presbytery which marked the beginning at Cane Ridge Meeting 

House in Bourbon Co., Kentucky, in 1804, of the denomination:  Christian Church-Disciples of 

Christ, from which the Church of Christ was carved later.--  We do know that Eleazor Woods & 

Sarah Purviance Thomas Woods (Sarah being a sister of Jane Maxwell Thomas McCorkle) 

removed southerly from Preble Co., Ohio, to Dyer County); and  we do know that Jane 

Maxwell Thomas McCorkle's brothers were at first in the Lebanon environs of Wilson County, 

namely: 

 Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle)'s brother David Thomas, 1795-1836, attorney 

general ad interim of the forming Republic of Texas, a signatory beside Sam Houston each as 

being from Refugio, Texas, of the Texas Declaration of Independence from Mexico, and acting 

secretary of war --Clearly, there's an association between David Thomas & Sam Houston, but 

all I know for certain is that an Asenath Houston married one of our Thomas men.  Years ago 

my husband Ralph E. Williamson read an out-of-print book about the Republic of Texas, which 

he misplaced.  He reports the book stated that the Houston family of Samuel Houston came 

over to Pennsylvania with the McCorkle family and other associated families, with the Houston 

patriarch carrying with him across the ocean a large sack of gold pieces; 

 Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle)'s brother JOHN PURVIANCE THOMAS, was appointed 

county official of the new Gibson Co., West Tennessee, where his name appears on official 
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county documents--often on wedding papers.  Then John Purviance Thomas (wife:  Catherine 

ESPEY) removed down to Yalobusha, Coffee Co., Mississippi; and Jane Maxwell Thomas 

(McCorkle)'s brother Hiram Jacob Thomas, M.D., was of Wilson County, then Vernon, 

Mississippi, and finally Yazoo, Mississippi.  At the same time Jane Maxwell Thomas 

(McCorkle)'s brother David Thomas (1795-1836) was attorney general of the nascent Republic 

of Texas, his first cousin-once removed (a grandson of David's uncle ?John? Thomas) was 

attorney general of the State of Tennessee, and later became US congressman from Columbia, 

Middle Tennessee.   

(5) More work needs to be done looking for McCorkles' tracks in frontier  Kentucky, certainly 

around Cane Ridge in Bourbon County near Paris, and Paris,Kentucky; and at Walnut Hill Presbyterian 

Church in Fayette County near Lexington, Kentucky.  Some of the McCorkle-Purviance-Morrison-

Thomas- & King-Blythe folks escaped from hostilities (to say Indian depredations would today 

be politically incorrect) up to Cane Ridge, Bourbon Co., Kentucky, and (I'm not certain about 

Logan County) perhaps to Logan County, Kentucky, after John Purviance Jnr. had been 

άǎŎŀƭǇŜŘέ ƛƴ the spring of 1792 in Sumner County, Middle Tennessee--for example, "colonel" John 

Purviance, 1743-1823,  & wife Mary Jane Wasson (Purviance), parents of Elizabeth Purviance Thomas 

and maternal grandparents of Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle).  [Please recall:  the John Purviance who was 

άǎŎŀƭǇŜŘέ ƛƴ {ǳƳƴŜǊ /ƻΦΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мтфнΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ²ŀǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ WƻƘƴ tǳǊǾƛŀƴŎŜ, 1743-1823,  and 

a son of Mary Jane Wasson (Purviance), who died (Jane) in 1810; and the scalp-ee John (Junior) was a brother to "our" Elizabeth 

Purviance Thomas alias Mrs. William Thomas, the mother of Jane Maxwell Thomas alias Mrs. Edwin Alexander McCorkle.]  At 

Walnut Hill Presbyterian Church area in Fayette County, Kentucky, Robert McCorkle, 1764-

1828, his brother Joseph McCorkle (who m. Margaret SNODDY) and either his brother William 

(d. 1818) or his brother John McCorkle (John who was to live out his life in Rowan-Iredell Co., 

NC), were either charter members or very early members of the frontier Walnut Hill 

Presbyterian Church.  

(6)  With some ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άchurch ŜƭŘŜǊέ 5ŀǾƛŘ tǳǊǾƛŀƴŎŜ (another son of 

John Purviance, 1743-1823, and of Mary Jane Wasson Purviance, who died in 1810), remaining 

in Bourbon County, Kentucky, a while, then later (instead of moving back down to Sumner 

County, Tennessee) moving on to Preble County, OhioΣ ǘƻ άNew Paris.έ  -- Church elder David 

himself removed farther north to Preble County, OhioΣ ǘƻ άNew ParisΦέ  It was from New Paris that 

church "elder" David  Purviance founded Miami University of Ohio and often served as its 

president pro tempore.  (Today's young Garner Huie, son of Joseph Headden Huie & Ann Livingston 

Huie, of Knoxville, Tennessee, is a recent graduate of Miami University of Ohio. Garner Huie's wife, as of 

the spring of 2011:  Brianne A. Huie.  Joe & Ann Huie's other children:  Helen Huie (Burns) and 

Catherine Christopher Huie, attorney, Mrs. Carl William Martin, Junior [m. 27 Aug. 2011 in Charlotte, 

NC], live now in Charlotte, Mecklenburg Co., North Carolina, where their Huie ancestors were resident 

circa 1800.)   Catherine graduated "Order of the Coif" from the University of Tennessee College of Law:  

quite an academic accomplishment.  
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 This "church elder" David Purviance was a brother to Elizabeth Purviance Thomas,  Elizabeth 

being the mother of Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle) at the end resident (afater 1830) in Dyer County, 

West  Tennessee (née Jane Maxwell Thomas in Lebanon, Wilson Co., Tenn., 1802-1855).                                                                                                                   

 (--I think Jane Maxwell Thomas McCorkle was named after her Purviance-Thomas mother's 

sister, a  Mrs. Jane or Jennie Purviance Maxwell.  This Jane Purviance Maxwell lingered a while in Dyer 

County in West Tennessee, but removed on westerly to Benton Co., Arkansas.);  

(7)  But with  cessation of Indian hostilities in SUMNER COUNTY, TENNESSEE: 

other family members and members of associated families --such as Robert McCorkle, 1764-

1828,  & his 1st wife Lizzie Blythe McCorkle, and brother William McCorkle [1st wife Peggy 

aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ƭȅǘƘŜϐ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ нƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ όάaŀǘǘƛŜέ aŀǊǘƘŀ YƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎŎŀƭǇŜŘέ in 

1792 John Purviance juniroύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ άŎƻƭƻƴŜƭέ John Purviance, 1743-1823, wife Mary 

Jane Wasson Purviance (d. 1810): 

 τreturned southward to the area of Gallatin and Lebanon in Middle Tennessee.  
We think "Colonel" John Purviance & wife Mary Jane WASSON Purviance are buried somewhere in 
Middle Tennessee, but we do not know where.  Look for the names "Pevines" and "Provine." 
 In Sumner County, Middle Tennessee, on Christmas Day in 1794, William McCorkle  

married his second wife, "Mattie" Martha KING ( widow Purviance) (McCorkle).   
 Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache wrote that her father Robert McCorkle, 1764-

1828, and her uncle William McCorkle lost their wives after removing from Kentucky 

back down to Middle TennesseeΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ нƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ άaŀǘǘƛŜέ YƛƴƎ (the widow 

Purviance) died on the way from North Carolina in what was then wilderness and was 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛƴ ŀ άǊǳŘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ.έ  Martha King Purviance McCorkle died before 1800 

because that is the  year in which William McCorkle married his third wife, Jane or 

Jennie Graham.  τ James M. Richmond thinks, however, there is evidence Martha King 

Purviance McCorkle may be buried at Shiloh Presbyterian /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ YƛƴƎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ, the 

first--not the second--cemetery connected to Shiloh Presbyterian Church,  near Gallatin.  

 (Perhaps Elmira would have considered burial accommidations at the first Shiloh Presbyterian 

Church site --not the second--at the time, a "rude grave."  I cannot resolve this.)  --Then, 

in Sumner County, Tennessee, in 1800, on June 9th,  William McCorkle was to marry a 

3rd wife, Jane or "Jennie" Graham. This wife did not die prematurely. 

--  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Robert McCorkle (1764-1828) went back to Rowan County, North 
Carolina, ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ άtŜƎƎȅέ Margaret Morrison (McCorkle), 1770-1848, and fetch her 
westward to Middle Tennessee--I think they married in Rowan County in 1795.  It may 
be--I don't know--that Robert McCorkle and Margaret Morrison (McCorkle) as 
newlyweds removed from Rowan Co. to Sumner-Wilson County, Tennessee, before 
settling on Bradley's Creek a bit southerly in Rutherford County, Middle Tennessee;  

  
(8)  Receipt sometime after 1800 by brothers Robert (1764-1800) & William McCorkle of 
their father Alexander aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ (1722-1800) Revolutionary War land grant of which the 
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father, Alexander, made testamentary disposition to these two sons.  They got land marked off 
for themselves in Rutherford County (Murfreesborough), Tennessee....  (In Rutherford County 
Robert & Margaret Morrison McCorkle lived on, first, Bradley's Creek, then on {ǘƻƴŜΩǎ wƛǾŜǊ).  
 Margaret Morrison McCorkle (1770-1848) , who penned several beautifully written 
letters in this web site compilation, was a daughter of Andrew Morrison.  The father Andrew 
Morrison was born circa 1744 in Colerain, which was then in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania--- & this 
Andrew Morrison (there are SO-o-o-o many Andrew Morrisons!) married on 26 March 1766 (I 
think in Rowan Co., NC, but perhaps they married in Pennsylvania) his bride, one  Elizabeth 
SLOAN (Morrison).  [I think this Andrew Morrison, Margaret Morrison McCorkle's father, died 
in 1815 in Franklin County, Tennessee, the county seat of which became Winchester near 
Chattanooga.] 
 I have not been able to identify the parentage of Elizabeth SLOAN (Mrs. Andrew 
Morrison), but I present here some clues for the reader.  Elizabeth Sloan Morrison was born in 
Pennsylvania, circa 1746, then removed to Rowan-Iredell county, North Carolina, and I think 
she was last resident in eastern Tennessee, perhaps Franklin County where her husband died in 
1815.  Elizabeth Sloan Morrison was not the daughter (I think) of the Fergus Sloan who is 
buried Fourth Creek Meeting House [Presbyterian Church, which they could not say back then; 
only the established Anglican sect could be referred to as "church."] in what today lies in 
downtown Statesville, Iredell Co., NC. )(Cemetery resetored during Great Depression by the 
WPA or Civilian Conservation Corps.) 

 

left:  map of Fourth Creek Meeting House's members... 

 

I n  1773, William Sharpe dr ew the m ap of   the r esidences of  the m em ber s, 

i ncluding h im sel f , of  the Old Fourth Creek Presbyterian  Congregation  . 

Reminder:  "our" Margaret Morrison (McCorkle) was born in 1770. 
Iredell County Public Library |  201 North Tradd Street   Statesville, No rth Carolina 28677 704 -878 -3090 | 

Copyright©2010 Iredell County Public Library  

 
 

http://www.iredell.lib.nc.us/history/39%20Wm%20Sharpe-web.jpg
http://www.iredell.lib.nc.us/history/39%20Wm%20Sharpe-web.jpg
http://www.iredell.lib.nc.us/library/locations.htm
http://www.iredell.lib.nc.us/history/39 Wm Sharpe-web.jpg
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 Wikipedia, online, says this about Franklin County, Tennessee:  " Euro-American settlement began 

around 1800,  and the county was formally organized in 1807 ....During the next several decades, the size of 

the county was reduced several times by reorganizations which created the neighboring counties of 
Coffee County, Moore County, and Grundy County. 

 
The University of the South, founded by the Episcopal Church, was organized just before the Civil War. ...The area 
became strongly secessionist before the war. Franklin County formally threatened to secede from Tennessee and join 
Alabama if Tennessee did not leave the union, which it shortly did. This contrasted sharply with the situation in 
nearby Winston County, Alabama, which was pro-Union and discussed seceding from Alabama. The two illustrate 
the often divided and confused state of loyalties in the central South during this period.  
During 1863, the Army of Tennessee retreated through the county, leaving it to Union control thereafter. Isham G. 
Harris, Confederate governor of Tennessee, was from Franklin County. After being restored to political rights after the 
war, he was elected to represented the state in the United States Senate. 
During the temperance (anti-liquor) agitations of the late 19th century, residents discovered that by a quirk of state law, 
liquor could be sold only in incorporated towns. As a consequence, all of the county's towns abolished their charters in 
order to prohibit liquor sales. the 20th century, Franklin County benefited from the flood control and power 
generation activities of the Tennessee Valley Authority .... ....Although the interstate highway system barely touched the 
county, it did provide valuable access via Interstate 24 to nearby Chattanooga. 
Two notable figures who were born in the county early in the twentieth century were singer/entertainer Dinah 

Shore and entrepreneur/ philanthropist John Templeton [a Brevard  descendant]. He later became a 

British subject and was awarded a knighthood." 

"Coffee County was created from parts of Bedford, Warren, and Franklin Counties in 1836. It named the 

new county in honor of General John Coffee, a close political ally of Andrew Jackson. The county has several 
important prehistoric sites, the most significant being Old Stone Fort  State Archaeological Area. " A HAYNES 
family owned the land on which the courthouse was later built. 
 

Morrison Generation I. William Morrison ("first inhabitor" of Iredell County, who had a Morrison's Mill  

by the year 1752, according to the colonial chronicles of Bishop Spannenburg;   "our" Generation II. = 
Andrew Morrison who m. Elizabeth Sloan-- was Andrew born 9 June 1744 in Colerain Township, 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania? or was he born about 1745 in Rowan County, NC?  Did he 
marry on 26 March 1766, Elizabeth Sloan, born 1746?  --  Our old West Tennessee records reveal 

no birth/death/marriage data on Elizabeth Sloan (Mrs. Andrew) Morrison. 

 For genealogical-research purposes here, I've started from the proposition that if 

Margaret Morrison McCorkle (1770-1848)  named a daughter "Rebecca COWDEN McCorkle" 

(and she did), then the SLOAN-McCorkle family in Pennsylvania must be connected to the 
Cowden-Sloan family in Pennsylvania.  I've found one such possibility, as discussed herein:  I 
settled on an Archibald SLOAN, Snr.,  family.  But, caveat:  this is speculation.   Generation I.  
Archibald Sloan, Senior, b. 1697 probably in Ireland, m. Jane ___.  He died 28 July 1786 in 
Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania.  He left a son  Gen.II. son Samuel who died intestate in 
Westmoreland Co., PENN.,  lived 1718-1771;  Generation II.  a son Archibald Sloan, Junior, b. 
ca.1718-died ca. 1786 in Rowan County, North Carolina.     Here comes the COWDEN 
connection (I think):  Generation II. Samuel Sloan, 1718-1771, had a son named Gen. III. David 
SLOAN, 1744-1776, who was killed in the Revolutionary War Battle of Long Island, New York 
Colony.   [III. David Sloan could have had a sister born in 1746--our Elizabeth SLOAN Morrison 
was born circa 1746; so the date of birth fits.]  At death in 1776, Gen. III David Sloan left one 
child, a daughter named Annie Sloan, aged eleven, making Gen. IV. Annie Sloan (Mrs. John 

COWDEN) born circa 1765.--Quaere:  does this all fit?  Did Generation III David Sloan, 

1744-1776, have a sister named Elizabeth Sloan (Mrs. Andrew Morrison)?  Was the mother of 
Gen. III David Sloan and of Gen. III Elizabeth Sloan (Morrison) a sister to Alexander McCorkle, 
1722-1800?  Or was the Sloan grandmother of Gen. III. David Sloan & hypothetical Gen. III 
Elizabeth Sloan, b. 1744, a sister to Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800?   -The Generation II wife of 
Samuel Sloan was named Agnes _?_ Sloan; but was she née Agnes McCorkle? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Templeton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Coffee
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Siblings of the Andrew Morrison (died 1828 or 1815 in the new Franklin County  near Chattanooga) 
who was the father of Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848,  and who was the husband of Elizabeth 

Sloan, whose mother (or grandmother) was a sister to immigrant Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800): 

 1.  Rebecca Morrison (Mrs. Samuel Harris), born circa 1737 in Lancaster Co., PA;  

    2.  ?perhaps a Mary Morrison born circa 1738 in Pennsylvania?;   

3.  Hugh Morrison;  

  4.  Patrick Morrison --see internet entry on the Morrison Family of Montgomery County, 

Tennessee (Clarksville)--About her Uncle Patrick, Elmira Sloan McCorkle (Roache) writes her 

mother: was it a son of my grandfather Andrew Morrison's brother Patrick Morrison whom 

Margaret Morrison (McCorkle)'s sister Mary Morrison married? [It was.  -- Mary Morrison 

[Margaret Morrison McCorkle's complaining sister Mary Morrison] married John Morrison, a son 

of Patrick Morrison, and the husband John Morrison was Mary Morrison's first cousin.  Elmira 

inquired of her mother, what happened to the poor children in a letter included in this 

compilation.   --Indeed, Margaret answered Elmira's inquiry:  Margaret said her sister, 

generation III. Mary Morrison,  had married Generation III. John Morrison who was a son of 

Generation II. Patrick Morrison.  But Margaret did not inform Elmira as to what had happened to 

the poor children-- I do not know if Generation II. Patrick Morrison's grandchildren through his 

son John Morrison (Generation III) came through Generation III. Mary Morrison (Morrison); but 

it is known that Generation III. Mary appears on the 1850 census of Coffee Co., Tenn., as living in 

penury (along with Mary's sister Rebecca Morrison) near Hillsboro with the one-generation-

younger family of a James C. Morrison.-- In THE MORRISONS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TENNESSEE , 

the writer writes that this Generation II   Patrick Morrison, married Martha Ann Foster 

(Morrison). Was Patrick Morrison born in 1744 in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania, and did Patrick 

die 5 July 1810 in Wilson County, Tennessee, as  The Morrisons of Montgomery County, 

Tennessee states?  II.  Sarah Morrison,  II.  Nancy Morrison, II.Margaret Morrison (Mrs. George 

Erwin), ?born 1734? & married ?1757? ; and  II. William Morrison Jr 

 The HAYNES name is prominent in the formation of Coffee County, Tennessee--

Please recall:  two Morrison brothers of Margaret Morrison McCorkle married two HAYNES 

sisters.  William Hays Morrison, 1767-1837, married Mary Haynes (she predeceased William 

and is interred Bedford Co., Tennessee; while William Hays Morrison lies in the McCorkle 

Cemetery east of Newbern and west of Yorkville in Dyer County, Tennessee, lying next to his 

sister Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848).  And Margaret Morrison McCorkle's brother 

Andrew Sloan Morrison, a Presbyterian minister, married Sarah Haynes, a sister to Mary 

Haynes alias Mrs. William Hays Morrison. 

 So, since Coffee County was carved from ...parts of Franklin county...it's possible that Margaret 

Morrison McCorkle' s two sisters who died in Coffee County, Tennessee (near Hillsboro ) did not 
really change residence from their father's residence in Franklin County.  I don't know where in Franklin 

County their father Andrew Morrison  was living when he died in 1828 or 1815.--These two Morrison 
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sisters living in penury near Hillsboro were:  Mary Morrison  (Mrs. John Morrison) who had married a 

son of her Uncle Patrick Morrison ; and Rebecca Morrison, who I think never married.  
 After Margaret MORRISON McCorkle (1770-1848) had died,  her sister Mary Morrison 

Morrison  wrote a letter to her nephew, Margaret Morrison McCorkle's son RAH Robert Andrew Hope 

McCorkle  back in Dyer County, West Tennessee, telling him she and her sister Rebecca Morrison 

remembered fondly little Quincy Roache (Elmira Sloan McCorkle's son) and how sweetly Quincy had 
played as a little boy when they were all living on Bradley's Creek in Rutherford County, Tennessee. - 

We could blithely conclude that Margaret Morrison as Mrs. Robert McCorkle went on, eventually, to 

Dyer County in the western district of Tennessee, while her Morrison father (Andrew Morrison, whose 
wife Elizabeth SLOAN Morrison had probably predeceased him) and siblings meandered around middle 

and eastern Tennessee, but that would be untrue.  For we know that Margaret's brother William Hays 

Morrison  1767-1837, who m. Mary Haynes of Bedford County, Tennessee (where she predeceased her 
husband and where she is interred) , is buried right beside Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848, in 

the McCorkle Cemetery in Dyer County, West Tennessee. 

 Margaret  MORRISON McCorkle's father Andrew Morrison 's father was William Morrison , 

1704-1771, who called himself the first inhabitor of the Statesville/Fort Dobbs/area that in 1788 was 
carved from Rowan County, NC, and placed in the new Iredell  County, NC.  We know from Bishop 

Spannenburg's travel diaries that this William Morrison (1704-1771) by 1752 ran an early Morrison's 

Mill  in such a remote area that the bishop didn't travel to see it.--That area became Loray community  
near Statesville in the new Iredell County. 

 Once Robert (1764-1828) & Margaret Morrison McCorkle  (1770-1848) had settled in 

Rutherford County  in Middle Tennessee, their son Jehiel Morrison McCorkle,  1804-1849, alias 
(later) Major J M McCorkle  of the early Dyer County, Tennessee, militia, married "Betsy" Elizabeth 

SMITH   on January 17, 1824.  By my reckoning Jehiel would've been only 20 years old.  [Betsy Smith 

may have been a niece to Stephen Roache, Junior, a medical doctor and the husband of Robert & 

Margaret Morrison McCorkle's daughter Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache.] 
 Then, while Robert & Margaret McCorkle  were still living in Rutherford County , their son 

Edwin Alexander McCorkle  (1799-1853) married Jane Maxwell Thomas in Wilson County, 

Tennessee, on November 28, 1826 (was the marriage on Thanksgiving Day?).  

 An earlier McCorkle marriage in Wilson County, Middle Tennessee, was that of Richard Blythe 
McCorkle to Ibby Campbell, on January 1, 1811.  Blythe McCorkle was a son of William McCorkle (d. 
1818). Then William's son Samuel MONTGOMERY McCorkle married Nancy Calhoun, on 24 October 
1822.  --The Calhoun name appears prominently in the early annals of the CUMBERLAND Presbyterian 
Church (formed 1810 in Dickson Co., Tennessee).  A letter herein from Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache up 
in Indiana mentions "Thomas Calhoun."  Wilson County marriage records show a marriage of "SAMUEL 
McCORKLE" to Polly Priestly on 9 April 1818--I don't know who this is unless it's Samuel MONTGOMERY 
McCorkle. ( Is it?)  Or , a son of Samuel Eusebius McCorkle, minister who stayed on back in Rowan 
County, NC.    --Samuel Montgomery McCorkle (    -    )  was a son of William McCorkle (the 
William who d. 1818 in Rutherford County).   Then,  William's son Miles McCorkle married 

Ann Meniford  on 20 March, 1830 in Wilson County. 

 This Rutherford County land in Middle Tennessee was to be lost circa 1826 in title-dispute 
litigation; this Rutherford County land had been given by testamentary devise to the two brothers, 
Robert & William McCorkle,  upon theƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ  wƻǿŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ b/Σ ƛƴ мулл.  (Samuel King was 
a witness: a brother to Mrs. Rev. James Blythe, nee Elizabeth KING Blythe, the mother of William 
McCorkle's Margaret & Robert McCorkle's Elizsabeth==their first BLYTHE wives.) Loss of the land in 
Middle Tennessee is evidenced by a deed (the actual deed was lost during the Civil War, but the county 
index of deeds is extant) from Robert McCorkle to another person dated 1826.  The land grant marked 
off in Rutherford county was lost in expensive litigation about a quarter of a century (1826) after the 
1800 death of Alexander McCorkle.  The boy immigrant to the American colonies (Pennsylvania) 
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Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800, was interred Thyatira Presbyterian Church beside the wife who 
predeceased him in 1789, immigrant Nancy Agnes Montgomery McCorkle, and beside his widow 
Rebecca Brandon McCorkle whom he married circa 1790; 

_______________________ As examples of the nomadic nature of these pioneers, of the nine (9) 

children born to Joseph McCorkle, a son of Alexander (1722-1800)   & Agness Montgomery McCorkle-- 

that is, of the children born to Joseph McCorkle & wife Margaret (Snoddy) McCorkle:  

 (1)  an Agnes McCorkle was born 1778 in Rowan County, NC, but died in Miami County, Ohio; 

 (2)  a John McCorkle (d. 1829) and 

 (3)  a Martha McCorkle, b. 1788, were born in Fayette Co., Ky. 

 (4)   a Mary McCorkle [Edwards] was born in Bourbon Co., Ky.  

 (5) and an Amanda McCorkle was born ca. 1802 in perhaps Tenn. & died in Cass County, 

Indiana.τThe source for the previous sentence about Joseph McCorkle's children is Carol Byler. 

 Another good example comes from the Morrison family.  Andrew B. Morrison, born 18th July 

1780 in Iredell County, NC, died in 1853 in Preble County, Ohio.  His marriage was in Bourbon County, 

Kentucky.  --This Andrew B. Morrison's father, Andrew Morrison, 1754-1780, was a 1st cousin to our 

Margaret MORRISON McCorkle (1770-1848).  

--Again, it is an uncle of "our" ancestor Andrew Morrison (the Andrew Morrison who was the father of 

Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848)  who is buried at Thyatira Presbyterian Church cemetery. 

The uncle Andrew Morrison married immigrant from county Donegal, Ireland: Margaret Mary McKnight 

Purviance, a child of the earlier John Purviance in county Donegal, Ireland, who had married Margaret 

McKnight (Purviance). That means that the uncle, the Andrew Morrison buried at Thyatira, Rowan Co., 

NC, was a brother to "our" "first inhabitor" of Loray Community in what became Iredell Co., NC (carved 

from Rowan Co. in 1788): a brother to William Morrison, 1704-1771. 

 So, regarding the Andrew Morrison who m. Mary McKnight Purviance: that is, the uncle of our 

Andrew Morrison, who with wife our Elizabeth SLOAN was the father of Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 

1770-1848) --this uncle Andrew Morrison who is buried at Thyatira was a brother to the William 

Morrison  (1704-1771) who settled Third Creek in what is today in Iredell County, but was then Rowan 

County.   --;______________________                                                                      

William McCorkleΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Robert McCorkle, 1764-1828, trekked back to Rowan County, North 

CarolinaΣ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ άtŜƎƎȅέ Margaret Morrison (McCorkle)(1770-1848) and fetch her westward, 

eventually to Middle Tennessee--Rutherford County in or near Murfreesborough.  By then at least, in 

Rowan Co., NC,  certain Morrison lands adjoined certain McCorkle lands; 

 (8)      then, receipt by brothers Robert & William McCorkle of their father Alexander aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ нпллҌ-

acre Revolutionary War land grant which, they thought, had been set aside for 

them in Rutherford County (Murfreesborough), Tennessee.  
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Recipients of land grants had to get precise plats identified and set aside for themselves, and often 

claims conflicted; if so, the race to the courthouse usually became a question of who got the claim 

recorded first.  

 These McCorkles , and some of the associated Morrisons including Margaret Morrison McCorkle's 

sisters -- spinster Rebecca Morrison  and  Mary Morrison Morrison (who married her 1st cousin John 

Morrison, a son of her uncle Patrick Morrison) settled on Bradley's Creek and/or   {ǘƻƴŜΩǎ River. 

 The Revolutionary War land grant set off in Rutherford County, Middle Tennessee, to Alexander 

McCorkle I (1722-1800) was to be lost circa 1826 in title-dispute litigation.  This Rutherford County land 

had been devised to the two brothers, Robert 1764-1828 and William d. 1818Σ  ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

death in 1800 in Rowan County, NC.  The father Alexander McCorkle  I , 1722-1800,  was interred at 

Thyatirŀ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άbŀƴŎȅέ !ƎƴŜǎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ 

McCorkle, and beside his 2nd wife and widow Rebecca [McNeeley?] Brandon (McCorkle). 

A certain letter in the University of North Carolina Archives in Chapel Hill under the RAMSAY PAPERS 

collection is of interest to us.  It was written by Alexander McCorkle II in the year 1820, from Giles 

County, Tennessee (Giles County was formed in 1810 from Maury County and was, and is, bounded on 

the south by Alabama) back to homefolk in Rowan County, NC.  Alexander II states indirectly that his 

brother ROBERT McCORKLE -- 1764-1828 -- was blind.  Alexander wrote that Robert had recognized 

him, his brother Alexander,  only from his (Alexander's) voice, when Alexander had paid Robert & family 

a visit in Rutherford County, Tennessee.  From that letter one concludes that Robert McCorkle was blind 

at least as early as 1820.  

Generation II Alexander "Sandy" McCorkle married Katie CATHERINE MORRISON (a first cousin to 

Generation II. Andrew Morrison who married Elizabeth Sloan and died 1815 in Franklin Co., Tenn.).  This 

Generation II. Alexander "Sandy" McCorkle is said (I do not know) to have graduated from the University 

of Pennsylvlania. {His brother, our Robert McCorkle, younger, born in 1764, is thought to have been 

born in North Carolina, not Pennsylvania.]  If Alexander was a graduate of the University of 

Pennsylvania, I would imagine his life in Rowan Co., NC, then in GILES COUNTY, Tennessee, then, finally, 

HENRY COUNTY, Tennessee--truly life on the Tennessee frontier--would have been intellectually barren 

and boring for him; but I do NOT know this. 

 --Robert's brother Alexander "Sandy" McCorkle II married Katie Catherine Morrison (a 1st-cousin-

once-removedto Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848).  Alexander II's niece Elmira Sloan McCorkle 

(Roache) said her uncle Alexander II was "emotional in character and joined the Methodists."  (My 

mother Joyce Cope Huie, born 1915, remembers, just barely when some of the earlier Methodists used 

to shout, but shout just a bit, not uproariously. ) Alexander who by now referred to himself as 

"Alexander Snr" moved on from Giles County a bit north to Henry County, Tennessee, in or near the site 

of the town of Paris or village of Henry.  --; 

 (9)         then Robert McCorkle , 1764-1828,  but not his brother William McCorkle who had died in 1818 

in Rutherford Co., Tennessee -- removed westerly to Dyer County in the newly opened western district 

of Tennessee to claim land granted in lieu of land from which they had been disseised in Rutherford 
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County litigationτwith their nearby towns in West Tennessee being first Yorkville (Gibson County, 

Tennessee) and then, after the Civil War, Newbern (Dyer County), Tennessee.    

 Robert McCorkle died in the spring of 1828 (in mid-April, we think), very soon after removing to 

Dyer County in the newly opened Western District.  His is the first grave in the McCorkle Cemetery in 

Dyer County, about 5 miles east of today's town of Newbern, just north of the Newbern-Yorkville 

Highway.  We didn't know until recently that Robert McCorkle's elder brother, Samuel Eusebius 

McCorkle,  long the preacher at Thyatira Presbyterian Church in Rowan Co., NC, had a claim on the land 

grant that ended up being for land in Dyer County, Tennessee.  We don't understand this claim, for in 

Generation One Alexander McCorkle's will (1800, Rowan Co., NC) he left his land-grant claim in 

Tennessee to his two sons, William and Robert McCorkle.  Nevertheless, Samuel Eusebius McCorkle's 

daughter, Harriet Evelina McCorkle (became Mrs. Amzi McGinn on 1 October 1823) removed from 

Charlotte, North Carolina (where her husband had been postmaster), to the Newbern area under 

Samuel's claim on a land grant for Dyer County.  At some point, Harriet McGinn moved back easterly, to 

a daughter's in Bradyville, Cannon Co., Tennessee.  Recently, Ann Huddart of Florida alias Mrs. Blair 

Huddart, a descendant of Harriet McCorkle McGinn, sent us a copy of a letter written by Vada Gregory 

Wyatt about 1920, in which Vada states that her parents (Margaret LATINA McCORKLE Gregory --a 

daughter of Edwin Alexander McCorkle & Jane Maxwell Thomas McCorkle-- & John T. Gregory) had lived 

east of Newbern on land formerly owned by Harriet Evelina McCorkle McGinn.  I believe I know that plat 

of land as "Cudd'n Ollie Gregory's farm"--that is, in my 1950s childhood Ollie Pace alias Mrs. Edwin 

Gregory, lived there, Edwin being son of Margaret Latina McCorkle; 

  (10)       "Nancy" Agnes McCorkle (Ramsay)  --was one of Robert McCorkle d. 1828 and William 

aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ  (d. 1818) sisters.      Her mother, Generation I. Agness "Nancy" Montgomery (McCorkle) 

spelled her name with two s-es:  A-g-n-e-s-s, and the Scottish nickname back then for Agnes was always 

"Nancy."    Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800, our immigrant who came over as a child, married "Nancy" 

Agness Montgomery, and one of their children was Nancy Agnes McCorkle Ramsay.  A short letter by 

her in a spidery hand lies in the Ramsay papers in the UNC Archives in Chapel Hill.  She is writing about 

the death of someone.  She writes, forlornly, "She is gone,"  and goes on to opine that the person who 

has died will be spared all the farther grief and sorrow associated with living. 

 Generation II Agnes remained behind in Rowan County, North Carolina. Her surname was first 

spelled Ramsey then RAMSAY.  (Agnes became Mrs. Robert Ramsay).  Agnes McCorkle Ramsay  and her 

husband and progeny engaged in correspondence with family members who had removed 

westward into Tennessee.  These RAMSAY papers lie in the Archives at      

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and are not included here. One should also check the UNC 

Archives under the name of William McCorkle (died 1818). 

  --And don't forget that the University of North Carolina itself has a McCorkle Place 

named after a founder:  Samuel Eusebius McCorkle, a brother to, e.g., "our" Robert McCorkle, 1764-

1828, who removed to West Tennessee.  See also the Purviance Papers in the archives of Duke 

University in Durham, North Carolina. 
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Alexander & "Nancy" Agnes Montgomery McCorkle 's  children included SAMUEL EUSEBIUS MCCORKLE 

about whom much has been written.  Samuel Eusebius also remained behind in North Carolina. Samuel, 

a founder of UNC, was a Princeton graduate (actually, of the precursor to Princeton, Nas(h)ua Hall) and 

recipient of an honorary Doctorate of Divinity from Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.     

Samuel's wife Margaret Gillespie McCorkle was a daughter to Elizabeth Maxwell (the widow 

Gillespie) Steele, 1733-1790.  Margaret's half-brother STEELE was Comptroller of the Currency of the 

new United States.  Elizabeth Maxwell Gillespie Steele was a  patriot notable who kept an inn (an 

"ordinary") in Salisbury, where she encouraged General Nathaniel Greene in the dark hours of the 

Revolutionary War and for the war effort gave him all the specie she owned.  --The local Rowan Co. DAR 

group is the Elizabeth Maxwell Steele Chapter of DAR. 

Margaret Gillespie McCorkle's father,  Mr. ?Robert? Gillespie, was killed in an Indian uprising at Fort 

Dobbs just outside today's Statesville, NC (Iredell County).  Elizabeth Steele & daughter Margaret 

Gillespie McCorkle--Mrs. Samuel Eusebius McCorkle-- are buried at Thyatira;  

(11)       one of Robert aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ ǇǳǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ uncles, although not in our records, may have been 

a Francis McCorkle.  (We doubt it, because we don't think our Alexander McCorkle's --1722-1800-- 

father was either a Matthew McCorkle or  a Samuel McCorkle.  The father of Alexander may have been 

James McCorkle of Mecklenburg Co., NC. --And who was the SIMEON McCORKLE listed in the 1750-ish 

Tax Rolls of Rowan Co., NC, as living beside Generation One Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800? 

 This Francis McCorkle was uncle to our Robert McCorkle (1764-1828) only if  Robert's father 

Alexander McCorkle I (1722-1800) was sired by Matthew McCorkle, which we  rather doubt, although 

we do believe Alexander & Francis McCorkle were surely cousins.  Whatever kin he was, this Francis 

McCorkle was a major in the Revolutionary War άǇŀǘǊƛƻǘέ "Whig" army, surviving 

the battles of  wŀƳǎŜǳǊΩǎ Mill  --or wŀƳǎƻǳǊΩǎ Mill--Cowpens, YƛƴƎΩǎ Mountain, 

and ¢ƻǊǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ or ¢ŀǊǊŀƴǘΩǎ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ.  

 It is not yet accepted that this Major Francis McCorkle was a brother to, inter aliaΣ άƻǳǊέ 

Alexander McCorkle, Sr., the latter having been buried at Thyatira Presbyterian Church in 1800.  hǘƘŜǊǎΩ 

records (not ours) say that Francis came over with his immigrant parents and is buried beside what is 

now Lake Norman (created by Duke Power Company circa 1960) in a McCorkle family cemetery  near 

NC Hwy 150. 

¶ The BRANDON name:  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴǎƘƛǇΣ if any, of 

the second wives of Alexander McCorkle [Sr., 1722-1800] and 

of Major Francis McCorkle: viz., Rebecca [ possibly: McNeely] Brandon McCorkle,  the second 

Mrs. Alexander McCorkle (buried Thyatira Presbyterian, beside Alexander & Alexander 

aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ мǎǘ ǿƛŦŜ !ƎƴŜǎ άbŀƴŎȅέ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ, died1789) 

and Elizabeth ά.Ŝǘǎȅέ Brandon McCorkle, Mrs. Francis McCorkle, buried near NC Hwy 150 

beside Francis.  We wouldn't be surprised, though, to learn these two Brandon-McCorkle 

women were sisters. 
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One anonymous listing on www.ancestry.com shows Rebecca as Rebecca (McNeely) Brandon 

(the 2nd Mrs. Alexander McCorkle); we do not know about this McNeely name.  Betsy 

Brandon [Mrs. Francis McCorkle], daughter of "{ǉǳƛǊŜέ Richard Brandon, as a 14-year-old girl in 1791 

prepared breakfast for General George Washington, by then President, although she knew not his 

identity until he had eaten and was to depart for his reception at Salisbury, some 6 miles away. The 

President had ridden from Charlotte on his way to Salisbury.  [NC Highway Marker at US Highway 29.] 

 (9)  Then Robert McCorkle, 1764-1828, and his second wife, Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-

1848, and their living children, but not his brother William McCorkle (who had died 1818), removed 

westwardly to Dyer County in the newly opened western district of Tennessee to claim land granted in 

lieu of land from which they had been disseised in 1826 in Rutherford County litigationτwith nearby 

towns first Yorkville (Gibson County, Tennessee) (then, the better village) and then, after the Civil War, 

Newbern (Dyer County), Tennessee. 

Robert & Margaret Morrison McCorkle's son RAH (Robert Andrew Hope McCorkle) married Tirzah 

SCOTT (daughter of James & Sarah Dickey Scott) in Gibson County, on 4 December 1828.   That was the 

year of the blind father Robert McCorkle's death: 1828. 

 Also, a McCorkle niece of Robert McCorkle (1764-1828), Harriet Evelina McCorkle (Mrs. Amzi 

McGinn) removed westerly to Dyer County to claim her father's interest (Rev. Samuel Eusebius 

McCorkle's) in land granted in West Tennessee. Harriet's husband Amzi McGinn had been postmaster in 

Charlotte, NC.  After a while, Harriet removed on to Bradyville, Cannon Co., Tennessee, to live with a 

daughter. Harriet had married Amzi McGinn in Rowan Co. on 1 October 1823.   

 These McCorkle land deeds are in Book "A" of Dyer County's deed registry.  --Also Samuel 

MONTGOMERY McCorkle's grant, as attorney-in-fact for his father William McCorkle who had died in 

1818, was made by the post from Sumner County, Tennessee (he didn't have to travel to Dyer County 

for this land transfer to the heirs of his uncle Robert McCorkle).  Samuel MONTGOMERY McCorkle 

deeded to Robert McCorkle's heirs his, Montgomery McCorkle's,  interest in his father William 

McCorkle's land that had been in lieu of the land lost in Rutherford County marked off in Dyer County, 

Tennessee.  --Samuel Montgomery McCorkle had a brother, Miles McCorkle, MD.  This other son of the 

William McCorkle who died in Rutherford County in 1818,  Miles McCorkle, was physician in Middle 

Tennessee to Andrew Jackson. 

 In Gibson County, Hiram Robert Andrew McCorkle alias HRA McCorkle, the oldest son of Edwin 

Alexander McCorkle & wife Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle) and a grandson to Robert McCorkle & 

wife Margaret Morrison McCorkle, married his first wife  Margaret A. L. Cowan on 14 November 1849.  

Poor Margaret witnessee too many sorrows, including the death of son Tolbert Fanning McCorkle by 

falling from a surrey, and spent her later life in what was then called the Insane Asylum in or near 

Nashville.  When HRA McCorkle was in Nashville during the Civil War, he visited Margaret's grave and 

commented, without emotion, that the grounds were unkempt.  Margaret A. L. Cowan McCorkle has a 

memorial marker in the McCorkle Cemetery in Dyer County, Tennessee, east of Newbern and west of 

Yorkville.  HRA went on to marry Janette MENZIES by whom he had one son:  Eddy McCorkle who m. 

Dona McCutcheon.  --My ancestor was HRA's younger brother, John Edwin McCorkle, born in 1839.  

When HRA was sick, or away in the Civil War, John E attended Hiram's journal.  Some of the handwriting 

is that of John Edwin McCorkle, who also kept his own journals. 
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*** *** ***  

 Moving westerly to Dyer County, Tennessee, was a watershed event for the McCorkle-Morrison 

family.  In the east, they had been well-educated, many college graduates at a time when that was 

almost unknown.  They had been literate, strict Presbyterians, who were relatively prosperous; and 

some were even renowned. Witness David Thomas's being the attorney general ad interim and acting 

secretary of war for the nascent Republic of Texas.  He no doubt would have been a prominent figure 

with Sam Houston in Texas, his clear family friend, had he not been tragically killed in 1836.  Witness 

also that the Thomas first cousin of David Thomas, 1795-1836,  sired a son who from his residence at 

Columbia, Middle Tennessee, was Attorney General of Tennessee at the same time David was attorney 

general of the Republic of Texas.  Witness that the Middle Tennessee surviving child of "our" Robert 

McCorkle, 1764-1828, by his first wife Elizabeth Blythe McCorkle--Mrs. Thomas Anderson neé Elizabeth 

McCorkle--had status and social standing in Middle Tennessee. (We didn't, really; we were respected 

farmers and landowners in West Tennessee, but that does not accord true social status, I can tell you for 

a living fact.) Witness that Robert McCorkle's grandson by daughter Mrs. Thomas (Elizabeth McCorkle) 

Anderson, grandson Robert Anderson of Holmes County, Mississippi, was an attorney; that Robert's 

granddaughter Martha D. Anderson Leath married a prominent attorney who moved to Memphis and 

became Ruling Elder of the Memphis presbytery of the Presbyterian church and was extremely socially 

prominent in Memphis (I'm sorry to say: despite the fact he was a big slave-owner); that Robert's 

granddaughter  Elizabeth Anderson McMurry married a prominent Presbyterian (then Cumberland 

Presbyterian) minister in McMinnville and later Lebanon, John MITCHELL McMurry.  Witness that 

Robert's grandson (by daughter Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache) Addison Locke Roache, after leaving 

our frog-pondy land grant in Dyer County (his parents Dr. Stephen Roache & Elmira Sloan McCorkle 

Roache moved  to and removed from Dyer County twice) was appointed justice of the Indiana Supreme 

Court, a position which Addison resigned to become president of the Indiana lines of the Illinois Central 

Railroad. 

--But we, progeny of Robert McCorkle's second marriage: we worked the land and in general remained 

farmers.  Those who remained in West Tennessee after the Civil War rarely prospered, and money and 

good education became ever more inaccessible in the defeated south.  We paid the price the ancestors' 

sin of slavery bestowed upon us.  

--A letter from Elmira to her mother, Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848, beseeches her mother, 

a widow after 1828, to leave "that frogpondy place" and come north where Elmira was (Indiana, Iowa, 

Indiana, Missouri).  But Margaret wrote back that her sons (Edwin Alexander McCorkle, Jehiel Morrison 

McCorkle, Robert Andrew Hope McCorkle) had laboriously cleared the land and by then had too much 

invested to leave Dyer County. and so they stayed on the farm. 

 

*** *** ***  

 

Family Papers in Collections in North Carolina: 

 

(Laird Cetemetery in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for Joseph Montgomery, 1733-1794.) 
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Look for the PURVIANCE Papers in the Archives at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina. 
 
Look in the Archives of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
 

 hƴŜ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ behind in North 
Carolina, Nancy Agnes McCorkle Ramsay (Mrs. Robert Ramsay), engaged in correspondence 
with family members who had removed westward into Tennessee.  Her grandson was sent to 
Philadelphia to Thomas Jefferson Medical School to learn to practise medicine.   This McCorkle 
family's Ramsay Papers lie in the Archives at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
are not included here.   Letters from a nephew-in-law, Hugh Robinson, whose wife was Hannah 
McCorkle, a niece of Agnes McCorkle Ramsay (I think) tell about the poverty of William 
McCorkle (d. 1818) in Middle Tennessee when he chose to join a Utopian, Christian commune.  
William McCorkle tried to live his life as a true practising Christian, an immensely hard effort for 
anyone.  
 A letter in the Ramsay Papers by Alexander "Sandy" McCorkle II (son of Alexander, 
1722-1800, and of Nancy AGNESs MONTGOMERY) tells us that family lore has been correct:  
Robert McCorkle was blind by the time he resided in Middle Tennessee, and certainly afterward 
the short time he lived in Dyer County, West Tennessee. 
  --  Look also for William McCorkle's papers at the UNC Archives. 
 And while on UNC Campus at Chapel Hill:   Agnes "Nancy" McCorkle Ramsay and Robert 
McCorkle ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Samual Eusebius McCorkle, Doctor of Divinity, was a 
founder of UNC, so look for McCorkle Place on the UNC campus.... 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
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 Marsha Cope Huie, pictured at 59 years.... 
Also, happy reading from my niece Jessica Huie Cashdollar (Mrs. Brian   Louis Blackwell) of 

Cordova, Tenn., and Little PLC Blackwell, born 14 April 2006. Now, there's a little Wyatt 

Ewing Cashdollar Blackwell, too, born Nov. 2009:
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ROWAN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, EARLY MARRIAGES 
 
Elizabeth McCorkle/       James Barr  ................  December 18,  1774 
 
Catherine T. McCorkle/  Andrew J. Brown   July 9, 1850 

 
Elizabeth J. McCorkle/   George Houck   December 13, 1830 

 
Mary A. McCorkle/        Henry Houck   December 7, 1824 

 
Lavina McCorkle/           James N. Kilpatrick   February 27, 1829 

 
Teisesey C. McCorkle/    Elam G. Lewis   August 10, 1833 

 
Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800 /      Rebecca Brandon (2nd wife)   May 3, 1791 

  
Alexander G. McCorkle/   Jean Gillihan    November 27, 1804  

 
Francis McCorkle/            Sarah Work    August 26, 1768 

 
Joel McCorkle  [son of John, grandson of Alexander & Agnes Montgomery McCorkle] married in 1801 (Mary?) Polly Fauster 

(Forster?)    September 23, 1801 

 
John F. McCorkle/      Elizabeth Brown....................  February 28, 1849 
 
Joseph McCorkle/       Margaret Snoddy   February 28, 1775 

      

Lewis McCorkle/        Nancy Cowan    September 14, 1815 
 
Samuel Eusebius McCorkle /      Elizabeth Gillespie  June 29, 1775 
 
Samuel E McCorkle/  Margaret E. Poston    January 30, 1844 

 
Samuel Eusebius McCorkle's daughter Harriet Evelina McCorkle /   Amzi McGinn  October 1, 1823 
 

Margarie A. McCorkle/    John Patton   May 15, 1827 

 
Agness McCorkle/           Robert Ramsey       February 1790 

___________________ 

The marriage of Robert McCorkle, 1764-1828, to 2nd wife Margaret Morrison (McCorkle , 

1770-1848, is not listed here.  But I've read they did marry in Rowan (Iredell after 1788?) in 

1795. 

Rutherford County  Jehiel M. McCorkle/Elizabeth Smith January 17,1824   

Sumner Co., Tennessee William McCorkle/Jenny Graham 

William McCorkle/Martha Purviance 

Harriet N.McCorkle/Andrew Jackson Blakemore 

George McCorkle/Eliza Maxy 

June 9, 1800 

 

January 25, 1841 

September 7, 1832 
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          The above house was built in 1868, after the Civil War, by John Edwin McCorkle, 1839-

1924, for his first marriage--to "Tennie" Tennessee Alice Scott, a daughter of William Scott 

who had removed from Gibson-Dyer couties down to Hardeman County. This photograph was 

taken in 1890 or 1895; I think the year was 1895 because my grandmother (pictured on the 

right), Sophie King McCorkle Huie, was born in 1882 and she looks at least 13 years old in the 

photo. --Her first cousin and good friend lived with this family instead of with her father, Finis 

Alexander McCorkle and 2nd wife Mag Hart (McCorkle):  Jennie McCorkle (later Mrs. EE 

Carter, wife of a physician in Hot Springs, Arkansas). 

 The  year of construction, 1868, comes from Aunt Katie Pearl McCorkle Fox, a 

daughter of John Edwin McCorkle & first wife Tennie Scott McCorkle. 

 William Scott, father of the first Mrs. John Edwin McCorkle, was a son of James Scott, 

1777-1853, and Sarah Dickey (Scott), 1777-1838,  James Scott coming from Pennsylvania to 

York District, SC, to (eventually) Gibson and Dyer counties in West Tennessee; and Sarah, 

daughter of John Dickey & Sarah Robinson (Dickey) came from York District, SC, to 

(eventually) Gibson and Dyer counties.  William Scott lived in or near Saulsbury near Grand 

Junction in Hardeman County, Tennessee. 

 William Scott's brother, John Dickey Scott, also removed down to Hardeman County. 

John Dickie (various spelling) married in Gibson County a Williams woman who was a sister to 
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McCorkle granddaughter Jane M. Thompson (Williams) 's husband BENJAMIN WILLIAMS of 

Hardeman and Dyer counties. 

 James Scott & Sarah Dickey Scott's other children remained in the Yorkville-Newbern 

area:  (1)  James "Jimps" Scott, circa 1810-circa 1886, father of "Sade" Sarah Elizabeth Scott 

Huie, inter alia, making Tennie Scott McCorkle & "Sade" Huie first cousins.  (2)  Tirzah  Scott 

McCorkle (Mrs. Robert Andrew Hope McCorkle) who named one son "James Scott" McCorkle.  

And (3) Lemuel Locke Scott who m. Margaret Permelia McCorkle (Scott). 
 

_______________________________________ 

WILSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, EXCURSUS: 

 

Some of our McCorkle  - Thomas - Purviance- Sherrill  People in Wilson County, Tennessee. 

 

WILSON COUNTY was carved from SUMNER COUNTY, TENNESSEE.  The ff. is from 

Goodspeed's History of Tennessee: 

 "WILSON is one of a group of counties which form the bottom of the great Silurian basin of Middle 

Tennessee. The Cumberland River washes the northern boundary of the county for a distance of twenty-five miles, 
and besides the numerous springs all over the county there are the following important creeks: Cedar Lick, Spring, 
Cedar, Barton, Spencer, empty into the Cumberland; Sugg, Stoner, Hurricane and Fall empty into Stone River; 
Smith Fork, Round Lick, Spring and Fall Creeks have their source near each other in a group of hills in the 
southeastern part of the county, while the other creeks head in the numerous valleys. Beyond an occasional 
migratory and venturesome hunter, trapper or scout, who passed through the vast forests and canebrakes in quest 
of the abundant game or in pursuit of marauding bands of Indians, the presence of white man was unknown in 
Wilson County previous to l790. At the close of the Continental war the State of .North Carolina made grants of 
large bodies of land to her soldiers in pay for gallant service in time of battle. The land so granted was situated in 
Tennessee, then a portion of North Carolina, and it was by the owners of the land that Wilson (then Sumner) 
County was settled. The following are the names of the parties to whom land was granted in Wilson County during 
the years between 1780 and 1790: William Ray. 1,000 acres; Isadore Skerett, 640 acres; James Kennedy, 640 acres; 
Cornelius Dabney, 640 acres; John Burton, 1,168 acres; John Williams, 640 acres; John Conroe, 640 acres; Hardy 
Murfree, 1,000 acres; Nicholas Conroe, 640 acres; Thomas Evans, 640 acres; John Davidson, 274 acres; Stephen 
Merritt, 640 acres; James C. Montflorence, 1,000 acres; John Kain, 571 acres; Walter Allen, 912 acres; Redmond T. 
Barry, 640 acres; William Hogan, 500 acres; and Andrew Bostane, 220 acres. Between 1790 and 1800: Robert 
Stewart, Jonathan Green, John Boyd, Philip Shackler, John Haywood, William Lytle, Alexander Mebane, Jeremiah 
Hendricks, James Rodgers, John Brown, William Fleming, Bennett Searcy, Ambrose Jones, Edward Harris, Henry 
Barnes, George Kennedy, Jacob Patton, Reeves Porter, James Menees, Thomas Evans, Gideon Pillow, Delilah 
Roberts, David Douglas, Johnson Hadley, Joseph Cloud, Daniel Wilbourn, James Barron, Vachel Clark, Jesse Cobb, 
Samuel Churchhill, Boyd Castleman, Ephraim Payton, and Alexander Denny, 640 acres each; William Hogan, 500 
acres; Willie Cherry, 228 acres; Archibald Lytle, 1,000 acres; Lazarus James, 337 acres; John Wright, 2,000 acres; 
Henry Ross, 274 acres; John Dabney, 228 acres; William Martin, 1,280 acres; David Gibson, 1,000 acres; Thedford 
and George Brewer, 1,000 acres; John Boyd, Jr., 228 acres; Samuel Barton, 1,000 acres; and Absolom Tatum, 300 
acres. 

 Many of the above never became settlers of the county and 
numbers of the pioneers of Wilson County purchased of them the lands 
on which they settled. The first settlement of Wilson County was made in the year 

1797 at Drake's Lick, near the mouth of Spencer Lick Creek on Cumberland River, which was 
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afterward the northeast corner of Davidson County, by William McClain and John Foster. Two years 
later John Foster, William Donnell and Alexander Barkley made a settlement of Spring Creek, seven 

miles southeast of the present town of Lebanon. During the same year settlements were made on 
Hickory Ridge, five miles west of Lebanon, by John K. Wynn and Charles Kavanaugh, both of whom 
came from North Carolina, and on the waters of Round Lick Creek, by William Harris and William 

McSpadden, of North Carolina, and James Wrather and Samuel King, of Virginia, and also on 

the waters of Spring Creek, about eight miles south of Lebanon, by John Doak. John Foster, David 

Magathey, Alexander Braden, the Donnells, and probably others. At the time of these settlements the 
land was covered with vast forests and thick canebrakes, and game of every specie from the bear, 
panther and deer down to the squirrel and rabbit existed in abundance. Several years before, however, 
the Indians as a tribe had been driven back. and only friendly ones as a class were met with by the 
settlers. 
 

The man called Eleazor PROVINE in the ff. paragraph is really Eleazor PURVIANCE.  WILLIAM 

THOMAS in the ff. paragraph of Goodspeed's History of Tennessee is my father Howard EWING Huie's 
mother's (Sophie King McCorkle Huie's)  father's (John Edwin McCorkle's) grandfather.  This William 

Thomas (fought in NC line in the Revolutionary War) was a son of Jacob Thomas & wife Margaret 
Brevard (Thomas) of first Cecil Co., Maryland, then last of Iredell Co., North 
Carolina.  This William Thomas married Elizabeth Purviance (Thomas)., and one 
of their children was Jane Maxwell Thomas (McCorkle), who in 182_ married 
Edwin Alexander McCorkle, 1799-1853. 
"From 1799 the settlement of the county was rapid. The lands lying on the waters 
of the various creeks being the richer and easier of cultivation were naturally the 
first settled, and hence in giving the following list of names of the early settlers, 

they have been grouped into creek neighborhoods. On Barton Creek: Charles Blaylock, 

Elijah Trewitt, Levi Holloway, Henry Shannon, Snowdon Hickman, William Eddings, Thomas Mass, 

Eleazer Provine, John Lane, Byrd Wall, William Thomas, Samuel Wilson, 

George Swingler, John Goldston, Benjamin Esken, Jeremiah Still, Thomas Sypert, 
George Wynn, Benjamin Wineford, William Peace, James Mayes, John Cage, 
Alexander Chance, Josiah Martin , Henry Reed, William Elkins, James Menees 

[There are MENIUS people buried at Thyatira 
Presbyterian Church in Rowan Co., NC.], John Allcorn, Thomas 

Congers and probably others. 

 

On Spring Creek: James Cannon, Soloman Marshall , James Chappell, Walter 

Carrouth , Martin Talley, George Alexander, Joseph Moxley, Hugh Morris , Bartlett Graves, 

Spencer Talley, John Forbes, William Bartlett , William Sherrill --two 
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sisters to William Thomas married two Sherrill 

men:  Annie THOMAS Sherrill and Elizabeth 

THOMAS Sherrill .]  John Steinbridge, Josiah Smith, 

Alligood Wallard, Thomas Willia ms, Purnell Hearn, John Jones, John 

Walsh, Samuel Elliott , Benjamin Mottley , Richard Hawkins, Gregory 

Johnson, William Steele, Henry Chandler, Arthur Dew, Daniel 
Cherry , Adam Harpole, and others.  

The "John Provine" in the ff. paragraph is either the father of Elizabeth 

Purviance (Thomas), Elizabeth being the mother of Jane Maxwell Thomas 

(McCorkle); or the John Purviance who was a brother to Elizabeth Purviance 

(Thomas).  The brother named John Purviance, you will recall, was scalped by 

hostile Indians in the year 1792.  The scalping was the reason the John Purviance 

whose wife was Mary Jane Wasson took his family up to the environs of Paris, 

Bourbon County, Kentucky, for a while.  And there, Bourbon County, is where 

John and Mary Jane Wasson Purviance's son, David Purviance, at Cane 
Ridge Meeting House became "co-founder of the Christian Church" behind 

Barton W. Stone. 

On Cedar Creek: Hugh Roane, John Provine, Alex Aston, Samuel Calhoun, Perry 

Taylor , John L. Davis, Mathew Figures, David Billings, Irwin Tomlinson, Joseph Trout , 

Hooker Reeves, Nathan Cartwright , Lewis Chambers, Andrew Swan, William Harris , 

William Wilson and Joseph Weir.  

On Spencer Creek: John Walker , William White, Brittain Drake, 
Lewis Kirby , William Gray, Joel Echols, Robert Mitchell , Philip 

Koonce, James McFarland , Moore Stevenson, Jere Hendricks and 

Richard Drake.  

On Cedar Lick Creek: Theophilus Bass, Clement Jennings, John Everett, John 

Gleaves, Reuben Searcy, Joshua Kelley, James Everett, James H. Davis, Thomas Davis, Howell 

Wren, William Ross, Edmund Vaughn, George Smith, Harmon Hays and Daniel Spicer.  

On Cumberland River: Edward Mitchell , Elijah Moore, William Sanders, 

Caleb Taylor , Bartholomew Brett , William Johnson, Josiah Woods, W. T. Cole, Joseph 
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Kirkpatrick , Henry Davis, James Tipton , Thomas Ray, Reuben Slaughter, Daniel Glenn, 

James Hunter , Ransom King , Henry Locke, Ephraim Beasley, Sterling Tarpley and William 

Putway.  

On Stoner Lick Creek: Blake Rutland, Zebulon Baird , John Graves, 

Benjamin Graves, Thomas Watson, John Wilson, John Williamson, Henry Thompson, 

Thomas Gleaves, Ezekial Cloyd, Anderson Tate, Jacob Woodrum, Ezekial Clampet, Andrew 

Wilson, James Cathom and James Kendall.  

On Suggs Creek: Benjamin Hooker, Acquilla Suggs, William Warnick, William 

Rice, Benjamin Dobson, Hugh Gwynn, Jenkin Sullivan, John Roach, James 

Hannah, Hugh Telford , Green Barr , Peter Devault, John Curry , Thomas 

Drennon, Joseph Hamilton  and Joseph Castlemen.  

On Pond Lick Creek: Robin Shannon, John Ozment, Lee Harralson, John Spinks and 

John Rice.  

On Sinking Creek: Thompson Clemmons, William Bacchus, David Fields, Lewis Merritt , 

Frank Ricketts, Fletcher Sullivan, James Richmond, Robert Jarmon, John Winsett, Jesse Sullivan, 

William Paisley, John Billingsley, Seldon Baird , Dawson Hancock and Jonathan Ozment.  

On Hurricane Creek: William Teague, John Gibson, William Hudson. Nicholas 

Quesenbury, Charles Warren, Jacob Bennett, Elisha Bond, Robert Edwards, John Edwards, Bradford 

Howard, George Cummings, John Merritt , Joseph Stacey, Frank Young, Henry Mosier, Charles 

Cummings, John Woolen, Absalom Knight , Thomas Miles, Peter Leath and Gideon Harrison .  

On Fall Creek: William Warren, Samuel Copeland, Joseph Williams, Jacob Jennings, 

William Allison, Hardy Penuel, Joseph Sharp, Sampson Smith, Frank Puckett, James Quarles, 

Roger Quarles, Mathew Sims, Shadrack Smith, James Smith, Charles Smith, 

[Looking here for Betsy Elizabeth Smith, Mrs. Jehiel Morrison 

McCorkle....] Aaron Edwards, Hugh Cummings, Isaac Winston, William Wortham, Burrell 

Patterson, Absalom Losater, John Alsup, Lard Sellars, Joseph Carson, Charles Gillem, Arthur 

Harris, Walter Clapton, William Smith, John Donnell, Adney Donnell and 

William Lester.  

On Smith Fork: Dennis Kelley, David Ireland , John Adams, David 

Wasson, John Armstrong . Isaac Witherspoon, John Allen, Richard 

Braddock, Edward Pickett, E!isha Hodge, Thomas Flood, James 

McAdoo, Samuel McAdoo--notable in early Cumberland 

Presbyterianism-- Abner Bone, Thomas Bone, William Richards, 
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George L. Smith, Samuel Stewart, William Beagle, James Johnson, 

John Knox, William Knox, John Ward , Solomon George, Reason 

Byrne, .James Godfrey, Henry Payne, James Thompson, James 

Thomas--a brother to William Thomas, the William Thomas who m. 

Elizabeth PURVIANCE, parents of Mrs. Edwin 

Alexander McCorkle: Jane Maxwell Thomas 

(McCorkle)-- Thomas Word , James Ayers, William Jennings, 

Charles Rich, Abner Alexander, William Oakley and James Williams .  

On Round Lick Creek, including Jennings Fork: John W. Peyton, 
Arthur Hankins, James Wrather , Samuel King--a Samuel King in 

1800 served as witness to Alexander McCorkle's will in Rowan Co., 

North Carolina.  Alexander, born 1722, died in 1800 in Rowan 

County  -, William Haines  [--?  Is this William HAINES kin to the two HAYNES sisters, 

Mary and Sarah, who married two Morrison brothers of Margaret MORRISON McCorkle, the Margaret 

who lived 1770-1848:  namely, Andrew SLOAN MORRISON , who became a Presbyterian 

minister and died in Indiana, and William Hays Morrison , 1767-1837, who is buried in the 

McCorkle Cemetery, Dyer County, West Tennessee, while his wife née Mary Haynes is interred 

Bedford Co., Tenn.--] 

 John Bradley, William McSpaddin, William Coe, Abner Spring, William Harris , John 

Phillips, Benjamin Phillips, Edward G. Jacobs, John Green, Samuel Barton, Alexander Beard, 

Jordan Bass, Soloman Bass, John Lawrence, Evans Tracy, Joseph Barbee, Shelah Waters, 

George Clarke, James Shelton, William Neal, Joshua Taylor , Isaac Grandstaff, Daniel Smith, 

Jacob Vantrase, Duncan Johnson, Joseph Foust, James Hill , Joseph Carlin , George Hearn, 

John Patton, John Bradley, William New, Robert Branch, James Edwards, William Howard, 

Edmund Jennings, John White, John Swan, Thomas Byles, William Palmer, Park Goodall, 

Jerre Brown, Thomas B. Reece--Mary Evelyn Smith, b. circa 1923, Dyer 

Co., West Tenn., a daughter of OK Smith & Lady Ruth Herndon 

Smith, married a REESE man whose roots were near Gallatin, 

Tennessee -- James Scaby, James Hobbs, James Newbry and John 

Caplinger. 

 The first corn-mill  erected in the county was built by Samuel Caplinger some time in 1798. It was a 

small horse-power affair, the horse being hitched to a pole or shaft and driven around in a circle. The 
building was a small, unhewn-log house, and stood on the farm now owned by Roland Newby, in the 

Eighth Civil District. Very good corn meal is said to have been ground by this mill, and the patronage was 

drawn from a large scope of country. Subsequently the mill was removed to a site on Jennings Fork, and 

converted into a water-power. The first water-mill is supposed to have been built by Thomas Conger, 
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some time in the same year, on Barton's Creek, about three miles northwest of Lebanon. A horse-power 

mill was also erected about that time by one of the Donnells, near Doak's Cross Roads, eight miles south 

of Lebanon.  

Before these mills were erected the settlers went to Davidson County for their grinding, or converted the corn 

into meal by means of the old-fashioned mortar and pestle.  

The circuit court clerks have been as follows: Harry L. Douglas, 1810-15; Samuel C. Roane, 1815-17; Henry 
Shelby, 1817-18; Harry L. Douglas, 1818-21; John S. Tapp, 1821-27; Samuel Yerger, 1827-32; William L. Martin, 
1832-42; John W. White, 1842-44; James H. Britton, 1844-48; Harris H. Simmons, 1848-49; Calvin W. Jackson, 

1849-54; Plummer W. Harris, 1854-58; Joseph T. Manson, 1858-70; William McCorkle, 
1870-73;*    Samuel G. Stratton, 1* This is not the William McCorkle who was a son of our 

immigrants Alexander & "Nancy" Agnes Montgomery McCorkle; that is to say, this was not the William 
McCorkle who died in Rutherford Co., Tennessee, in 1818. 

873-82; W. W. Donnell, 1882-86. " End of WILSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, EXCURSUS  
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 Claude Monet, STUDY 

OF WOMAN IN GREEN; WOMAN WITH GREEN PARASOL-- LISTED BY JOSEP PIJOAN 

(CATALAN SPELLING) AS La Senora de la Sombrilla Verde  or Woman with Green 

Parasol; as depicted in Jose Pijoan's HISTORIA DEL ARTE, 3 VOL., UBL.BY SALVAT 

EDITORES,  BARCELONA  (1949). 

____________________________________________ 
Website Compiled and written by Marsha Cope Huie,  with significant contributions by 

(1)       Natalie Cockroft  Ragon & husband James Ragon of Jackson,Tennessee; 

(2)       Mr. and Mrs. James M. Richmond of Napierville, Illinois;  and 

(3)       Margaret  Dickey,  seekr@flash.net, the person who placed the Dickey Genealogy. Internet 

at http://members.fortunecity.com/gen4m/Dickey8.htm  entitled: Descendants of 

Robert Dickey (1463 - 1538)  Glasgow, Scotland. Genealogy Report 1463 ï

mailto:seekr@flash.net
http://members.fortunecity.com/gen4m/Dickey8.htm
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 1900; [1]
    and by  (4)     Joseph H. Howard --Margaret Dickey in turn makes attribution to 

the work of Joseph H. Howard  e-mail: jhhoward@erols.com  Their Dickey 

work astounds me; how could they have done such a 

masterful, comprehensive job with a name so hard to 

research?  I found the name ñDickeyò as hard to research as ñThomas,ò and I had 
almost given up on Sarah Dickey Scottôs lineage until James Ragon of Jackson, Tennessee, 

told me of the above work.  Please read the Endnote below citing more Dickey work of the 

above people. [End of Marsha Huieôs Acknowledgment to Dickey Family Researchers.] 

 And with special thanks to Carol McCorkle Branz  (Mrs. Roger Branz) of Spokane, 

Washington, for copies of  old McCorkle relics/correspondence/ supplied for transcription by 

me.  Carol is a descendant of Robert Andrew Hope McCorkle & wife Tirzah Scott 

McCorkle , through their son Joseph Smith McCorkle  & wife Mary  Frazier McCorkle, who 

lived in "downtown" Yorkville, Gibson County, Tennessee. 

Update:  also thanks go to Ann Huddart (Mrs. Blair Huddart), descendant of Samuel Eusebius 

McCorkle & his daughter Harriet Evelina McCorkle (Mrs. Amzi McGinn of Charlotte, NC, then 

last of Cannon Co., Tennessee. 

And thanks for the contributions of Ann McGinn Huddart , descendant of Samuel Eusebius 

McCorkle through his daughter Harriet Evelina McCorkle McGinn. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Published by Marsha Huie in March 2005.  

 with significant contributions by Natalie Cockroft Ragon & husband James Ragon of 
Jackson,Tennessee;  
 and by Mr. and Mrs. James M. Richmond of Napierville, Illinois 
 
 and with generous contributions of family documents by Carol McCorkle Branz, 
descendant (great-granddaughter) of RAH McCorkle & Tirzah Scott McCorkle; Carol Branz of 
Spokane, Washington. --See a recently published poem written by RAH McCorkle to Joseph 
Smith in Nauvoo, Illinois, in the year of Joseph's death in 1844. RAH McCorkle expressed 
willingness to move up to Nauvoo if Joseph Smith would convince him of the sanctity of 
Mormonism.  Robert A H McCorkle's poem/letter lie in the Mormon archives in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

______________________________________________________ 

This website published in 2005 
Any person discovering an error, will confer a favor by making it known to 
ƳŀǊǎƘŀƘǳƛŜϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ    LΩǾŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƪe all 
this available. The good thing about my procrastination is the advent of the 
Internet, which has afforded us  much more genealogical  information than our mere old family 

records. My theory in publishing nƻǿΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ нллсΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴake a full effort, replete with 
errors of commission and omission, than it is to wait for a perfect edition.  
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_________________________________________________________ 

I. Ṡ  /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ όάtŜƎƎȅέύ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ (Mrs.  
Robert McCorkle) 1770-1848  and, mostly, one of her daughters, Elmira 
Sloane McCorkle Roach. Margaret called her new home in Dyer 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ άVerdant PlainΦέ  
  
ò

--  Letter from Margaret Morrison McCorkle to her brother-in-law 
JAMES McCORKLE, a brother to Robert McCorkle. James McCorkle was born 4 May 1768, 

the last to be born and the last to die of his siblings.  James McCorkle moved to Ohio [John Hale 
Stutesman wrote that his removal was to escape slavery], but James McCorkle died residing in Frankfort, 
Indiana, on 2 December 1840.  In Indiana, he was near where his niece Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache 
was living. 
 
II. Ṡ   [ŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ǎƻƴ Robert Hope Andrew McCorkle who married Tirzah 
Scott and was therefore a son-in-law of James (1777-1853) & Sarah Dickey Scott (1777-1838) of 
Yorkville, Gibson County, Tennessee, each ς James & Sarah Dickey Scottτhaving been born in  
мтттΦ  ¢ƛǊȊŀƘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¸ƻǊƪǾƛƭƭŜ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ  
 
III. Ṡ     [ŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ  aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ Ǝrandson John Edwin McCorkle ς his  
correspondence concerning the estate of his uncle David Thomas.   David Thomas of  

Republic of Texas fame was a brother of Mrs. Edwin Alexander McCorkle née Jane  

Maxwell Thomas.  [Jane Maxwell Thomas, 1802-1855,  was a daughter-in-law of Margaret Morrison  

aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΦ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŞŜ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ tǳǊǾƛŀƴŎŜΦ  Edwin Alexander 
McCorkle:  28 March 1799 Rowan Co., NC - 10 January 1853 Dyer Co., Tennessee.]   

IV. Ṡ       One of the Civil War-Time Diaries of John Edwin McCorkle, a grandson of Margaret Morrison 

McCorkle.   

 The one of his journals transcribed here covers parts of 1860 and 1861, also 1863.   
Other of his journals, which my sister and I view to have been wrongfully distrained, are in the  
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possession of the University of Tennessee at Martin Archives; ditto some of the records of our  
paternal grandfather Howard Anderson Huie (1870-1935), particularly his HUIE & OZIER 
HARDWARE COMPANY records of Newbern, Tennessee, circa 1900.  
¢ƘŜ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ 9Ωǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Iw! όIƛǊŀƳύ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ  
ȅŜŀǊ нллоΣ IƛǊŀƳ wΦ!Φ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ ƻŦ bŜǿōŜǊƴΣ о 
Tennessee, the only child of Betty Jane Atkins & Charles Caldwell.  
 
 The following offers a sample of IƛǊŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜΩǎ journal entries, about 6 years before Hiram 

died, in 1907:   

 

            September 12, 1901: DEATH OF FRELIN MCCORKLE.  

            ά CǊŜƭƛƴƎƘǳƛǎŜƴ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ όŎƻƭΩŘύ ŘƛŜŘΣ ŀƎŜŘ рт ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ у ŘŀȅǎΦέ  
bŜȄǘ ŜƴǘǊȅΥ          ά²Ŝ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ FrelinΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ McCorkle cemetery.  Quite a  
number of colored people there as also were a goodly number of white neighbors.  All of his  
young Masters and Mistresses in slave time who were in reach were there.  Frelin was born and  
raised and married and raised a large family on the old McCorkle farm. [He means his  
ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǊƳΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎΦϐ  bŜǾŜǊ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ  
a few times when he was fifteen or sixteen years old.  Frelin was a good boy, a good obedient  
slave and after being freed he was a good colored citizen.  Always polite, truthful, honest and  
industrious, providing well for his wife and a large family of children, all girls, but one.   
Although he had been a believer in the Christian religion for quite a number of years, he never  
obeyed the gospel until a few years ago.  Since which time, up to his death he has lived, as best he  
knew how, a Christian life.  Let us all drop a tear and let the cǳǊǘŀƛƴ ŦŀƭƭΦ  CǊŜƭƛƴΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ  
ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜƎǊƻŜǎ ƎƻΦέ  
* * *                                    * * *                               * * *                        * * *   

One record says that Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800,  ǿƘƻ ƳΦ άbŀƴŎȅέ !ƎƴŜǎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ƘŀŘ an 
older brother named Francis McCorkle ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ !ǳƴǘ hǊŀ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ IǳƛŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ !ǳƴǘ YŀǘƛŜ tŜŀǊƭ  
CƻȄΩǎΦ  I doubt that Francis McCorkle was Alexander's brother; I think they were cousins. 
 
Children of Alexander McCorkle, emigrant from Northern Ireland, and 1st  ǿƛŦŜ άbŀƴŎȅέ !ƎƴŜǎ  
Montgomery, also an emigrant from Northern Ireland, who are buried at Thyatira Presbyterian  

Church Cemetery, Rowan County, N.C.  After Agnes predeceased Alexander McCorkle, he married 

Rebecca Brandon (not the mother of his children); "our" immigrant Alexander McCorkle I was born 1722 

or 1723 and he died in 1800.   

II.1  Samuel   Eusebius McCorkle, D.D.,  on 21 June 1811 married Margaret Gillespie, whose father was 
killed at Ft. Dobbs near today's Statesville, Iredell Co., North Carolina. Samuel was educated at a 
precursor of Princteon College (Nashua Hall); received honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. ςHe founded a classics school called Zion Parnassus. He was 
a founder of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Margaret Gillespie McCorkle was kin to 
Elizabeth Steele, heroine of the Revolutionary War in North Carolina. Her half-brother, Steele, was first 
Comptroller of the U.S. Currency. 
 
II.2  John McCorkle                   m        Katy Barr  Is John McCorkle on the roll at Thyatira Presbyterian 

Church as an elder? Is he in the North Carolina legislature's records? 
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["John an elder in the church [121]  and member of the [NC] Legislature useful and much beloved, died in 
the prime of life leaving an only son [Joel McCorkle] who walked in his father's steps and enjoyed his 
honors."--9ƭƳƛǊŀ {ƭƻŀƴ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ wƻŀŎƘŜΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜΦϐ  
 

II.3.  Joseph McCorkle m.  Peggy Snoddy 

["Joseph moved to Ohio at an early day and  was a man of abilƛǘȅ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜŎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎΦέ--Elmira Sloan 

McCorkle Roache]  [He wrote a letter lying in the Ramsay Papers in the UNC Archives at Chapel Hill, 

addressed from Ohio, praising being resident, finally, in an egalitarian land of liberty.) 

II.4.  Alexander "Sandy"  McCorkle (Jnr)       m        Katy Morrison  

 ["Aleck was emotional in character and joined the Methodists"--Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache] 
  -- I think from Rowan Co., NC, he went first to Giles County on the southern border of Tennessee 
shared with Alabama, then to Henry County in the environs of Paris, Tennessee. A letter from Alexander 
Junior who after the death of his father called himself "Alexander Sr" lies in the Ramsay Papers in the 
UNC Archives at Chapel Hill, NC.  Alexander was writing back to homefolk in Rowan County, NC.  --
Catherine "Katy" Morrison was a first cousin-once-removed to Margaret Morrison McCorkle, 1770-1848.  
Some say Sandy was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.                                     
[121] 

  II.5.  William McCorkle           m      1st άtŜƎƎȅέ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ƭȅǘƘŜ,  ¢Ƙƛǎ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ΨtŜƎƎȅΩ .ƭȅǘƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

sister to the first wife, Lizzie Blythe, of our Robert McCorkle, 1764-1828, immediately below, who m. 1st  

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ .ƭȅǘƘŜ όά[ƛȊȊƛŜέύ Φ  aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .lythe McCorkle & Elizabeth Blythe McCorkle were daughters of 

Presbyterian minister Rev. James Blythe & wife Elizabeth KING Blythe (a sister to the Samuel King who 

witnessed the will of Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800, in Rowan County, NC, in 1800.  

 нƴŘ άaŀǘǘƛŜέ ώaŀǊǘƘŀΚϐ YƛƴƎ (widow of the John Purviance who was scalped in 

Sumner Co., Middle Tennessee, in the spring of 1792,  and  

 3rd  in 1800 Jennie Graham.   

 ["William, following Barton Stone, set his negroes free and went to preaching"--Elmira Sloan McCorkle 

Roache] 

II.6.  Robert   McCorkle, 1764-1828,             m  1st  Lizzy Blythe, one of the "misses Blythe" born to 

Rev. James Blythe & wife Elizabeth KING Blythe, Presbyterians then Cumberland Presbyterians..... 

"educated at Chapel Hill"   ... & ...  "in the second company of [white] men to foray into Kentucky" ... 

quoting his daughter, Elmira Sloan McCorkle Roache 

 2nd wife  aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ΨtŜƎƎȅΩ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ,  1770-1848 

 [Moved from Rowan Co., NC, to Bradley's Creek & {ǘƻƴŜΩǎ wƛǾŜǊΣ Rutherford Co., Middle 

Tennessee, then to Dyer County.]  Elmira wrote that her father was in the second 

company [of white] men to foray into Kentucky.  We know he was a member of the 

early Walnut Hill Presbyterian Church in Fayette County near today's Lexington, KY. 
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 II.7.  James    McCorkle            m     1st  Lizzy Hall;     [James lived at his death in Frankfort, Boon County, 

Indiana).  James McCorkle was born 4 May 1768 and moved to Ohio (as did brother Joseph) but died 

resident in Frankfort, Indiana--died 1 December 1840. 

THE DAUGHTERS OF IMMIGRANTS ALEXANDER MCCORKLE, 1722-1800, AND WIFE NANCY AGNES MONTGOMERY: 

LLΦ ά[ƛȊȊƛŜέ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ Barr  --Mrs. James William Barr  Then married Mr. Kilpatric. 

II.  Nancy Agnes McCorkle Ramsay (Mrs. Robert Ramsay); 

  LLΦ άaŀǘǘƛŜέ aŀǊǘƘa McCorkle Archibald.  Then married Mr. Kilpatrick. 

 

V.   Frontispiece   Ṡ         Letter from Bowden Cason (Casey) McCorkle in San Leandro, California, to 

me, Marsha Cope Huie, Sept. 7, 1984, when I was living in Memphis, just before moving to Cambridge, 

England, then to San Antonio, Texas.   

ά/ŀǎŜȅέ aŎ/ƻǊƪƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ Finis A. McCorkle & 1st  wife Sallie Jo Jackson McCorkle.  

 

Old Morrison -McCorkle Letters:  

 
Scots-Irish immigrants to the environs of Yorkville  in Gibson County and to the 

newly opened Dyer County, West Tennessee, settling some five miles east of 

what became the town of Newbern after the Civil War. 

 Most came from Scotland then the north of Ireland  to, first, Pennsylvania; 

then in the 1750s down the Great Wagon Road to the area of Salisbury, Rowan 

Co., North  Carolina.  They then migrated from Rowan County (from which 

Iredell County was carved in 1788), located in the piedmont (foot of the mountain) of 

North  Carolina, from which they removed circa 1800 to the environs of 

Murfreesborough, settling on Bradley's Creek and Stone Creek, in Rutherford 

County, Middle Tennessee. 

 --The Alexander McCorkle (1722-1800) people were in Rowan-Iredell 

counties, at the same general times the Purviance people were there too, as well as 

the Morrison  family formed around William Morrison, 1704-1771, a son of 

James Morrison (b. 1670 Scotland d. 1760 Pennsylvania), the William 

Morrison , 1704-1771, who called himself the First Inhabitor of the Statesville 

area which was then in Rowan County but after 1788 in the newly formed Iredell 

County, area.  William Morrison, 1704-1771, was the paternal grandfather of 

Margaret  Morrison McCorkle , 1770-1848, inter alia.  William Morrison had the 
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earliest mill, "Morrison's  Mill ,"  in the vicinity, which I've seen described as "very 

remote."  

 Very near Thyatira Presbyterian Church, which the McCorkles and some of 

the Morrisons, perhaps even the Purviances, attended, was a Sloan's Mill.  William 

Morrison's son Andrew Morrison who m. Elizabeth SLOAN was there in the 

vicinity. - William Morrison's (1704-1771) brother, an older Andrew Morrison , 

married Mary McKnight Purviance , just in off the boat from Ireland, for 

example.  This Andrew Morrison and wife Mary McKnight Purviance (Morrison) 

are interred at Thyatira  Presbyterian Church near Mooresville near Davidson 

College, which was itself founded by Morrisons.  When General Davidson was 

killed in the Revolutionary War, he was wearing the frockcoat of Rev. Samuel 

Eusebius McCorkle.  These people were intertwined.  Their Scots-Irish roots, 

their consanguinity, and their Presbyterian Christianity bonded them together. 

 

Alexander McCorkle, 1722-1800  As a boy, this Alexander McCorkle, 
came to Harris' Ferry (Harrisburg), Pennsylvania, to what is now a suburb named PAXTANG, from 

Northern Ireland or Scotland.  Family tradition holds that a girl named "Nancy" Agnes 

MONTGOMERY , who died 1789 & is buried at Thyatira Presbyterian Church, and  who 

would later become Alexander's wife, came over on the same boat.  Alexander's parents names are not 

known, but Nancy Agnes Montgomery (McCorkle)'s parents were John M ONTGOM ERY & Martha 

FINLEY (Montgomery).  One of her brothers was noted Pennsylvania Presbyterian 

minister, John Montgomery, 1733-1794, whose 2nd wife was a sister to Dr. Benjamin 

Rush.  John Montgomery is interred Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in what's called his 

daughter's Laird family cemetery connection.--Rev. John Montgomery of 

Pennsylvania, 1733-1794, as maternal uncle to Samuel Eusebius McCorkle, was 

one of the reasons that Samuel (eldest son of Alexander & "Nancy" Agnes 

Montgomery McCorkle ) attended Nas(h)ua Hall, the precursor to Princeton 

College. 

 --  Your compiler  Marsha Cope Huie's paternal ancestor is a brother to Samuel 

Eusebius McCorkle, viz.,  Robert McCorkle, 1764-1828, who according to his 

daughter, Elmira Sloan McCorkle (Roache) was "educated at the University of 

North Carolina" of which his brother Samuel Eusebius McCorkle  was a founder. 

See McCorkle Place on the UNC campus at Chapel Hill. 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 Purviance Generation III Jacques PurVaiance was a French Huguenot 

(Protestant) who escaped from France on 22 October 1685 after King Louis IXV revoked the 

edict of toleration for Protestants (Louis XIV revoked his grandfather King Henry IV of 

Navarre's  Edict of Nantes).  Jacques appears of record next in Lisburn , Ir eland, then he settled 

finally at Castlefinn in County Donegal, Ireland .  Evidently he joined relatives who already 

lived in Ireland.  Donegal is not a county of Northern Ireland, which means it is not a part of the 




